[Molecular biology findings in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis].
At presently, the etiology and pathogenesis of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) are unknown. In recent years, the genetic background of hereditary motor neuron diseases has been partly defined. In particular, these advances represent an opportunity to improve our understanding of the pathogenesis of the familial and sporadic forms of ALS and thus provide a basis for rational therapeutic approaches. In this article, recent findings on the pathogenesis of the familial form of ALS and their implications for the sporadic form are discussed.